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Pastoral Charge – Each congregation or organization served by a pastor. Much of the mission of the Church occurs in these communities, where means of grace most often are used to nourish disciples so they can continue the church’s mission in the world. Some pastors serve multi-point charges. These pastors historically have been known as “circuit riders”.
Charge Conference – This yearly conference is composed of the Church Councils and associated current and retired clergy of all charges to which a pastor is appointed. The meeting is led by the district superintendent unless they have delegated the task to an elder. 
Districts – Regional groups of Charge Conferences, led by district superintendents. Districts support Charges Conferences. District committees have equal numbers of lay and clergy delegates. Districts serve as the entry point for ministerial candidates through the certification process.
Annual Conferences – Regional groups that meet yearly to make decisions on behalf of the Districts contained within them in support of the Church’s mission. They elect equal numbers of lay and clergy delegates to quadrennial Jurisdictional/Central and General Conferences. They also commission and ordain deacons and elders. Yearly Annual Conference meetings are led by the resident bishop. The bishop, staff, and committees of equal numbers of laity and clergy conduct Annual Conference business the rest of the year.
Jurisdictional/Central Conferences – This conference level supports geographically-related groups of Annual Conferences. The U.S. has five Jurisdictional Conferences. United Methodists in other parts of the world have seven Central Conferences. Equal numbers of Jurisdictional/Central Conference lay and clergy delegates are elected by Annual Conferences. Jurisdictional/Central Conferences meet quadrennially, electing new bishops and assigning people to lead General Boards and Agencies. 
General Conference – The General Conference is the only body that speaks for the entire United Methodist Church. Equal numbers of lay and clergy delegates are elected at the Annual Conference level. The Conference is held quadrennially, led by the Council of Bishops, who have no vote at the conference. The General Conference determines official theological teachings, makes financial decisions, edits the United Methodist Hymnal and Books of Order, Resolutions, and Worship. Any approved changes to the Doctrinal Standards must be ratified at the Annual Conference level before becoming official. The General Conference elects the Judicial Council from candidates chosen by the Council of Bishops and General Council. 
Council of Bishops – The Council of Bishops meets semi-annually, composed of all current and retired bishops. Bishops are elected at the Jurisdictional/Central Conference level. They oversee ministry at the Annual Conference and higher levels. 
Judicial Council – The international court of law of the Church, composed of four, each, lay and clergy members, plus one membership that alternates each quadrennium between lay and clergy. Members are elected by the General Council and must be active in a local congregation. Annual Conferences and higher levels can ask for considerations of cases. All legal decisions of bishops and any appeals are reviewed.  


